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Mild steel is most easily bent and shaped when it is hot.  The forge produces produce’s a very hot fire to bring steel to red hot (it should be cherry red before any work is attempted).  A heavy ball pein hammer is used to beat the hot steel into shape.





Tongs hold the work securely both in the forge and over the anvil.


The anvil provides a solid, hard wearing work surface.





Jigs can be used to help bending strips of metal which reduces the hammering which causes the metal to work harden.  These jigs can be bought or made up specifically to suit scroll designs on gates etc.





Forging is still a common process.  Products such as wrought iron gates and hanging basket brackets are very popular.
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