Turning Wood

The wood lathe
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Round and circular shapes are normally turned out of solid wood on a wood lathe.


This process is called wood turning.


It can be used to produce a range of items including parts of wooden toys, wheels, and cylinders.





Industry uses computer-controlled wood lathes to mass produce large numbers of turned items such as furniture legs and banister rails.


Wood turning can also be used to create hollow bowls and decorative detail.





When we are turning a section of wood ie for a table leg or lamp we call this ‘turning between centres’.





There are many different types of shaping tools available to use when turning the two most common are;











Preparing timber for turning





cut more wood than you need to allow for waste at each end.





Mark and saw the diagonals at each end of the square piece of wood.  The cuts will allow the driving centre in the other.





Plane the corners of wood until it is octagonal (ie has eight sides).





A good general purpose shaping tool.  It rests at an angle on the tool rest and always cuts with the grain.











The Gouge





The Parting tool.





Cuts straight into the work after it has been shaped to remove the waste.
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Finishing on the lathe





Glass paper can be held gently against the spinning work but great care must be taken with this.





Wax polish can be applied to the work using a cloth, but not while the lathe is spinning.
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