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WHAT IS THE CRITICAL ACTIVITY?

Each week time will be dedicated towards working on the critical activity. This is an opportunity for you to research and write about the work of artists and designers. 

This booklet will be of great importance to you when writing your essay.

The SQA (exam board) expect you to hand in two essays in order to pass. One essay will be expressive, the other design. The essay is required to be 1500 words in length and is worth a third of your overall mark. These essays are sent away after Christmas in your 4th year.

It is important that your essay is neatly presented with all images included for the work that you are discussing.

Homework will be given regularly and it is vital that it is handed in on time.

If you are stuck remember to ask your teacher for help.


In both of these essays you will research two Artists and two Designers and discuss a piece of work by them, which you have chosen.
You will discuss the visual elements for the Expressive essay and the design elements for the Design essay.
In your conclusion you will compare the work of both of these artists or designers using the art elements. Remembering to give your personal opinion.
	ART AND DESIGN STUDIES

EXPRESSIVE ESSAY STRUCTURE GUIDE

To create a successful essay you should aim to follow the essay structure guideline. You should aim to make your essay at least 1500-2000 words in length.

	INTRODUCTION 
Introduce the artist you have selected explaining why you chose them, whilst also creating a clear link with your own practical work. Information you may wish to include:-

Artist name

Title of painting

Date (It was created/completed)

Dimensions (Size of image)

Medium (What materials it was made from e.g: oil paint, acrylic, oil pastel etc)

	BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Give relevant background information:-

· Where they lived

· Inspiration

· Art movements they were associated with (Impressionism, Post Impressionism, Pointillism etc)

Also discuss and explain in detail:-

· Why did you choose this painting/artist?

· What were your first impressions of the painting? Do you like/dislike the painting, why?

· What made it appeal to you?

· Have you seen it before?

	FIRST PAINTING 

Describe your first painting in detail ensuring that you explain the visual elements whilst using personal opinion. All statements made should be supported with good clear reasoning.

Line
shape
tone
form
pattern        colour
texture
composition
perspective


mood/atmosphere
distortion/exaggeration
techniques used

This section should be expanded in detail and to great length, as this is one of the largest sections of the essay. The examiner wants to understand clearly your personal analysis of the painting.

	BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
*Repeat as above

	SECOND PAINTING 

*Repeat as above

	COMPARISON/CONCLUSION 

Discuss in detail the similarities and differences between the two paintings. Again refer to the visual elements. Say what you have learned and think about whether your opinions of the paintings have changed now you have studied them in more detail. Say which painting you prefer and why, expressing yourself clearly giving personal opinion.




When writing about a painting aim to write about each of the individual art elements. Remember that some art elements will be more important than others depending on the painting you are looking at.
Describe the kinds of line you can see – sharp, soft, broken, jagged, straight, curved. Perhaps an outline has been used to make certain areas stand out.
Describe any area of flat shape that you can see.

Tone is used to create dark and light areas in an image. Can you see where light is coming from, or where there is darkness in the painting?

Use of tone on a shape creates form; this gives the shape a solid form appearing three-dimensional.

When shapes are repeated, this creates pattern.

Describe the colour scheme used: hot, cold, harmonious, contrasting, primary, secondary, tints, shades, and pastels.

Is the painting rough or smooth? Describe any brush marks you can see. Perhaps certain areas of the painting have different textures.


What is the atmosphere of the painting? Describe this considering the other visual elements, these help to create a certain mood in a painting ie: happy, sad.

This is the change of shape, size, colour or texture in an image. If you find this you may want to suggest why the artist has made the changes you have spotted.

These are not strictly visual elements however they will help you to discuss your painting.


What is happening at the front of the picture?


What is happening in the layer of the painting behind the central focus
What is happening in the background of the image is it quite simple or busy, distracting you from the main image.



This word bank of expressive terms will help you to build your understanding of the expressive language used by artists to discuss and sell their work.

Appearance
Decoration
Aspect
Uniformity
Complementary Pattern
Illusion

Skilled

Lines
Direction
Movement
Space

Proportion
Symmetry   

Composition
Shade
Tone
Colour

Primary
Opposite
Relationship

Impact

Effect

Climatic

Linking

Reflect

Clear

Fresh
Dense
Invisible 
Glittering
Intensity
Sober
Subtle
Sparkling

Mixed
Brilliant

Effective
Repeated 
Abstract
Feel

Beautiful
Style

Barren

Tragic

Hostile

Familiar


Formal
Emotional
Geometric
Logical

Extended
Decorative
Distinctive

Symbolic
Ultimate 
Safe
Frightening
Dramatic
Generous
Intricate

Unique

Elegant
Visual

Oriental
Enigmatic
Superior


Sympathetic
Varied
Shimmering
Constructive
Delicate
Exotic
Linear

Technical
Ambitious
Bizarre

Vivacious
Blend
Sharp
Polished


Rough

Smooth
Tactile

Atmosphere
 Shape
Form
Texture


Splendid
Spectacular
Familiar
Gentle

Curving
Twisting

Exotic
Qualities
Directions
Collage
Fragments
Strange
Flat

Scrap
Everyday
Hardened 
Precise 
Haze
Zone
Rapid
Energetic

Recognisable

Isolated

Powerful
Superior
Ancient Exact


Swift
Cool
Deliberate
Strokes
Inventive
Trend
Isolated



Outstanding
Vision

Attention
Extreme
Immediate 
Quality

Magnificent
Familiar
Natural




	ART AND DESIGN STUDIES

DESIGN ESSAY STRUCTURE GUIDE

To create a successful essay you should aim to follow the essay structure guideline. You should aim to make your essay at least 1500-2000 words in length.

	INTRODUCTION 

Introduce the designer you have selected explaining why you chose them, whilst also creating a clear link with your own practical work. Information you may wish to include:-

Designer name

Title of design

Date (It was created/completed)

Dimensions (Size of image)

Medium (What materials it was made from e.g.: plastic, plywood, felt, cotton, feathers, silver etc)

	BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Give relevant background information:-

· Where they lived

· Inspiration

· Art movements they were associated with (Art Nouveau, Art Deco, Arts and Crafts etc)

Also discuss and explain in detail:-

· Why did you choose this design/designer/design company?

· What were your first impressions of the design? Do you like/dislike the design, why?

· What made it appeal to you?

· Have you seen it before?

· What kind of an environment would you find the design?

	FIRST DESIGN 

Describe your first design in detail ensuring that you explain the design elements whilst using personal opinion. All statements made should be supported with good clear reasoning. Remember you are discussing how the design works and its functionality and not simply just how it looks.

Function
Context
Materials
Durability
Health and Safety
Cost
Suitability    Target Market   Appearance: Shape, Form, Colour, Texture, Pattern, Size, Ergonomics   Composition   Distortion/Exaggeration
Techniques used

This section should be expanded in detail and to great length, as this is one of the largest sections of the essay. The examiner wants to understand clearly your personal analysis of the design in relation to your own work.

	BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
*Repeat as above

	SECOND DESIGN 
*Repeat as above

	COMPARISON/CONCLUSION 

Discuss in detail the similarities and differences between the two designs. Make sure you refer to the design elements. Say what you have learned about the designs and think about whether your opinions of the designs have changed now you have studied them in more detail. Say which design you prefer and why, expressing yourself clearly giving personal opinion.




Aim to use this list when you describe your chosen design, this will help you to make personal opinions. Remember that some design elements will be more important than others depending on the design that you are looking at.


What is the purpose of the design, what does it do?

Where, when and why would the design be used? 

What materials is the design made from?  Are the materials appropriate? In what way do the materials solve problems? 

Does it look as though the design would last a long time or would break very easily? Is this an old product which still functions well?

Consider the materials it is made from are they dangerous, precious or durable


Who is the design aimed at? Who would buy or use it.


Is it suitable for its purpose and the age range that you believe it is designed for?

How is the design used, fitted or worn on the body?

Does it look expensive or inexpensive to buy? Would it cost a lot of money to make?

How would the design be made? I.e.: handmade, mass produced.

This is the overall look of the object. Is it attractive or unattractive, consider the visual elements – line, shape, tone, form, pattern, colour and texture.



This word bank of design terms will help you to build your understanding of the expressive language used by designers to discuss and sell their work.

Striking 
Bold 

Abstract
Function
Decorative 


Simple 
Elegant 
Rigid 

Swirling 
Eye-catching 



Hand built 
Man made 
Movement
Manufacture 
Mass produced

Constructed 
Balance
Scale 

Character 
Assembly line


Projected 
Recessed 
Form 

Ornament 
Basic

Media

Proportion 
Colour 
Texture 
Pattern 
Decoration

Tactile 
Mass 

Volume 
Symmetry 
Shape 
Line 


Space 

Accent 
Focus 

Exciting 
Weak 

Strong 



Dominant 
Variety 
Harmonies 
Sensitive 
Complements


Rectangular 
Subtle 
Rough 
Stimulating 
Smooth 
Robust

Minimal 
Modern
Sculptural
Styled 
Highly-decorative 

Straight 
Curved
Geometric
 Detail 
Contemporary

Traditional 
Vertical 
Horizontal 
Repetitive 
Enhancement

Angular 
Intricate 
Detailed 
Floral 

Strength 
Exotic 



Durable 
Dynamic 
Slender 
Practical 
Motifs 

Vibrant 

Elaborate 
Contrast
Simple
Materials
Typography 

Illustration
Individual
Wearable
Commission 
Wear-ability
Contours


Uncomfortable

Composition

 
Visual impact




COMPARE AND CONTRAST

For the section of the essay you are to compare the work of the artists or designers that you have chosen. Remember when you compare them describe them referring to the art elements. Aim not to just list the art elements aim to write them up into paragraphs linking them together.

At the beginning of your essay it is advised that you begin your comparison through creating an open sentence.

i.e.: “On comparing the work of Kahlo and Howson I believe that Kahlo’s work is much livelier than Howson’s. I believe that Kahlo’s work is much livelier because…..”. 

This will help you to stay focused when comparing either of the paintings to one another. Aim to describe most of the art elements in detail remembering to give personal opinions and observations.

i.e.: The paint has a very rough and lively texture in my opinion… I prefer smoother surfaces…. I really like the bold brushwork and handling of paint… The texture of the paint is satisfyingly rugged…. The subtle brush stroke marks make everything appear natural.
Conclusion

The conclusion is the final section of your essay. You should aim to finish your essay detailing which work by the artist or designer you prefer and why. Remember to use your personal opinions and observations.

i.e.: “In conclusion I prefer the work of Kahlo to Howson’s. I prefer Kahlo’s work as I feel more drawn to the colours that she has used as they are extremely strong and bright”.

Use these linking phrases to help you give your personal opinion:- 

I think, I believe, I feel, in my opinion, I like, I prefer.

Checklist

· Open sentence at the start of your comparison and conclusion

· Describe the visual elements in great detail

· Remember to give personal opinion’s and observation’s 

· Which do you prefer and why

ESSAY CHECKLIST

· REMEMBER TO MEET ALL DEADLINES SET BY YOUR CLASS TEACHER.

· Read over all of your work to make sure that it makes sense.

· Spell check your essay.

· The artist and designer’s names will need to have capital letters at the beginning i.e.: Peter Howson, ‘Corso Donati’.

· The names of the paintings should be in inverted commas ‘Corso Donati’.

· Remember not to list the art elements in your essay. Make sure that you write in paragraphs linking the art elements together and not under separate headings.

· YOU MUST REMEMBER TO INCLUDE IMAGES OF THE ART OR DESIGN WORK THAT YOU ARE RESEARCHING

FINAL ESSAY CHECKLIST

Your critical essay should include in this order:

· Cover Design with your name and the title of the essay

· Contents page, this is a list of the different sections in your essay

· Introduction

· Background information for the first artist or designer

· Art elements for the first artist or designer

· Background information for the second artist or designer

· Art elements for the second artist or designer

· Comparison and conclusion of the two artists or designers

· Bibliography, this is a list of the books and websites that you visited whilst working on your essay.
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Name………………………………………………………………………………………0000000





Class…………………………………





REMEMBER TO MEET ALL HOMEWORK DEADLINES SET BY THE CLASS TEACHER





REMEMBER TO MEET ALL HOMEWORK DEADLINES SET BY THE CLASS TEACHER











