Advanced Higher Product Design
Homework 3

Form Follows Function

Discuss the term “Form follows Function”. The discussion should be about 500 words in total. 

The American sculptor Horatio Greenough first stated that “form follows function” in 1739. The phrase is still a talking point in design circles and has been for 100 years or more.

Below is outlined a number of key events, figures and movements.

Key Events: 

Great Exhibition of 1851




2nd World War 




Advances in Materials and Processes 

Key Figures:
William Morris, Charles Rennie Macintosh, Gaudi, Marcel Breuer, 

Le Corbusier, Walter Gropius, Philippe Starck
Key Movements:
Art and Crafts, Art Nouveau, Bauhaus, De Stijl, Art Deco, 

Try to include as many design factors as possible in your essay and include some of the present day thinking regarding sustainability, recyclability etc.
